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the United States of America, Canada, and probably
South America. She forced herself to believe that the
knowledge she would acquire would be of great service
to her when, in the capacity of manager and chaperone,
she would accompany the young pianist on concert tours.
In spite of these arguments, Marie felt a gloom steal over
her as she boarded the liner at Cherbourg such as she
had never experienced when starting for some distant
country in Europe.
From the start, the American tour was a complete
success, and gave promise of considerable additions to
Mane's banking account. But she was much perturbed
by a letter from Petroff that reached her at the end of
July. In it, the virtuoso mentioned the sudden death of
the Grand Duke, and his successor's hatred of foreigners.
Petroff feared for the ratification of Olga's appointment
as court pianist, and for her debut at the Grafburg
Symphony Concerts, unless Marie agreed that she and
Olga would become naturalized Germans.
Then came the shock of the Great War.
In her distress Marie would have set out for Grafburg
had not Boris convinced her that, being an enemy alien,
she would not be allowed to land on German soil, and
stood a better chance of receiving news of Olga by
remaining in America, then a neutral country, than by
going to Engknd.
Vronsky was no patriot and decided not to abandon
his American tour, but to keep his company in the
Western World until the conflict was over, for he expected
it would be of short duration. After receiving from
Otto a censored letter, informing her that Olga was well
and still in his mother's care, Marie elected to remain
with the Nav Art Company. Mociusko stated that,
although over military age, Petroff, being Russian, had
been interned. Otto added that he had been lucky
enough to secure, through influence, a post in a munition
factory, while his mother worked as a hospital cook, and